TKAJAN'S BRIDGE.                    :n

accomplished. Leaving a garrison behind him at
Sarmizegethusa, he took with him to Rome a Dacian
embassy, for the ratification of the treaty, and assumed,
with far more reason than Domitian, the title of
Dacicus, in memory of his triumph. A letter of the
younger Pliny tells us how great an impression this
" first victory over a hitherto invincible enemy " made
upon the Roman populace. Dacia was regarded as
finally subdued.

But there was little finality about Trajan's first
expedition. Decebalus had only submitted as a
temporary expedient, and as soon as his conqueror
had gone, he recommenced his forays, and formed a
fresh league of tribes against the Roman Empire.
Trajan resolved that this time he would finally annex
Dacia to his dominions and have done with these
troublesome warriors, who had only submitted in
order the better to attack him. As a first step
towards the annexation of the country, he ordered
the construction of a more permanent means of com-
munication than the bridge of boats, \vhich had served
to convey his army across the Danube during his
former campaign. Opposite the present Roumanian
town of Turnu-Severin there may still be seen in the
river several piles of the magnificent stone bridge
which Apollodorus of Damascus, the most famous
architect of that period, erected for the Emperor in
104. The bridge originally consisted of twenty
piers, each 163 feet apart, 145 feet high, and 58 feet
broad. This done, Trajan declared war against
Decebalus, who endeavoured to rid himself of his
great enemy by assassination. He had previously